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world frightened and appalled him; Satan war-
ring with the righteous was an ever-present menace
to his soul; the will of God controlled the events
of his daily life, whether for good or ill. The
book of nature and the physiology and ailments
of his own body he comprehended with the mind
of a child. He believed that the planet upon
which he lived was the center of the universe,
that the stars were burning vapors, and the moon
and comets agencies controlling human destinies.
Strange portents presaged disaster or wrought
evil works. Many a New Englander's life was
governed according to the supposed influence of
the heavenly bodies; Bradford believed that there
was a connection between a cyclone and an eclipse;
and Morton defined an earthquake as a movement
of wind shut up in the pores and bowels of the
earth.

Of medicine the Puritans knew little and prac-
tised less. They swallowed doses of weird and
repelling concoctions, wore charms and amulets,
found comfort and relief in internal and external
remedies that could have had no possible influ-
ence upon the cause of the trouble, and when all
else failed they fell back upon the mercy and will
of God. Surgery was a matter of tooth-pulling